The Mystical Church

Net wor K

A CONTEMPLATI VE COVMUNI TY OF SUPPORT,
CREATIVITY & ACCOUNTABI LI TY

Cultivating The Edge of Integral Church Transfornmation

For More Information
Contact Jud Hendrix (judhendrix@ nsighttbb.com




THE MYSTI CAL CHURCH NETWORK

A CONTEMPLATI VE COVWUNI TY OF SUPPORT,
CREATIVITY & ACCOUNTABI LI TY

Are you

| ooking for a contenplative comunity of support, creativity and
accountability?

seeking a nore holistic spirituality that integrates matter,
body, m nd, soul and spirit?

wanting to explore new ways of being Christian and practicing
spiritual comunity that integrates our rich traditions with the
realities of a postnodern worl d?

seeki ng to expand your consci ousness and deepen your
spirituality through a variety of neditative and contenpl ative
practices?

interested in exploring esoteric and mystical traditions and
practices?

seeking to expand your boundaries of “self” to include nore and
nore of creation?

working to integrate scientific know edge and diverse spiritua
practices into your life and mnistry?

appreciative and affirmng of the Christian tradition and its
institutions, but wanting to explore and create other forns of
spiritual community and ways of being church not currently being
expressed?

devel opi ng a progressive and integrative theol ogy?

trai ned and educated in mainline semnaries and institutions and
yet | ooking for nore diverse and progressive sources for your
conti nui ng education and personal grow h?

nmovi ng into, through, and out of a Postnodern Worl dvi ew?

If so .
you m ght be interested in the Mystical Church Network




“Cultivating Integral Leadership
for Enmerging Spiritual Communities”

The rapid changes and rich conplexities of the North Anerican context
are presenting unique challenges to leaders fromall faith traditions as
they seek to discern relevant and faithful ways to be conmunity, practice
spirituality and enbody professional ministry in the Twenty-first Century.
The rise of globalization, pluralism scientism postnodernism and
technol ogy, nane just a few of the significant influences inpacting the
culture in which spiritual and religious |eaders are seeking to practice
their faith and nurture spiritual comunities. The Mystical Church Network
seeks to nurture “Integral dergy” or “Engaged Mystics” through a variety of
resources and a network of support, creativity and accountability. W
believe that as religious and spiritual |eaders expand their consciousness,
devel op integrative skills and abilities and nurture their own faith
devel opnment they are able to create and | ead spiritual comunities with the
capacity to integrate the changes and conmplexities of postnodern life.

The Mystical Church Network will engage clergy and religious
professionals froma variety of denom nations and religious traditions. The
Network is one aspect of a larger multifaceted and organi ¢ novenent call ed
the Mystical Church Project which is being devel oped to support | eaders,
provi de resources and create nore integral communities of faith. The
Project and the Network will support and suppl enent the work of
denom nations as together we work for the transformation of the church.

Net wor k Conponent s

The Network is a web of face-to-face and virtual relationships that are
centered around shared values and a shared vision of cultivating dynam c and
vital spiritual comunities. The Network has five main conponents.

| nt egr al The

Practice \\\\\ Website

| nt egr al /////// \\\\\\\ Retreats

Model /

Creative
Expressio




The Five Network Conponents

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

The Network is facilitated by a Interactive Wbsite that functions as
the main source for ongoing information, resources, education and
di al ogue. The site will use a variety of different formats, including

» video and audi o downl oads of interviews and events

» web discussions (bl ogging)

* reviews of inportant resources and book

« housing for the creative and practical work of participants
This web site will be the primary place where partici pants can
creatively share and express what they are experiencing and | ear ning.
It will be a gathering place for the Network participants, but wll
al so be open to those in the w der public who share these val ues and
i nterests.

The Network will help participants devel op a personal plan of |ntegra
Spiritual Practices. |SPs are consistent practices that integrate al
areas of the human experience, nanely - matter, body, m nd, soul and
spirit. The purpose of ISPs are to nurture the participants into a
holistic spirituality and develop within thema |ife of selfless
conpassion. An enphases will be placed on devel opi ng contenpl ati ve
and neditative practices froma variety of religious and spiritual
traditions with the assunption that expandi ng one’s consciousness is a
primary task of integral |eadership. The gatherings and retreats of
the Network will always have a specific enphasis on the devel opnment of
these Integral Spiritual Practices.

The Network will use an “integral theory and nodel” for the sustained
study and reflection of pertinent issues of theology, ecclesiology,
spirituality and pastoral |eadership. A basic integral map, called
the Mni Mdel, devel oped by Ken Wlber will guide the project as we
seek to integrate the conplexities of postnodern |ife and culture.
The Mni Mdel will provide a holistic and integral framewrk as we
seek to thoughtfully and creatively design and | ead postnpbdern
spiritual comuniti es.

The Network will host a variety of national gatherings and wll
encourage | ocal and regi onal gatherings as the network grows and
devel ops. One gathering will correspond with the Annual 7% Event for

Presbyterian USA clergy. The other gatherings will focus on the

devel opnent of Integral Spiritual Practices and exploring the integral
nodel in nore detail. Future gatherings will bring together
conversation partners and |l eading thinkers in the areas discerned to
be inportant for creating an integral theol ogy, ecclesiology and

prof essi onal practice. |In the second phase of the project ecuneni cal
and interfaith partners will be invited to join in these gatherings
and di scussi ons.

The Network will encourage and provide participants with opportunities
for creative expression, focused research, and practical application
One of the main purposes of the project is to find hel pful and
creative ways to enbody the vision of the kinds of churches and
spiritual conmunities we are discerning. Through the network website,
publ i cati ons, speaking engagenents and their own | ocal congregations,




participants will be encourage to publish and practically inplenent
their insights and discoveries. The Network participants will seek to
integrate their learning into their own |ocal comunities in order to
ground their experiences in a particular comunity. Specific projects
and areas of exploration and research will also be discerned and
conducted by Network participants and published on the web sight.

Net wor kK Covenant s

The network will be devel oped around the Biblical concept of covenant

maki ng. These covenants will give shape and structure to our relationships
and define what we intend to be and do. These covenants will create the
reality of the network and be the glue which holds us together as a
relational and virtual comunity. These covenants will grow and change with
t he devel opment of the network and be continually discerned as the network
grows and expands.

Sonme of the covenants may include things |ike:
1) Devel opi ng and engaging in a personal plan of integral spiritual
practi ces.
2) Participation in at |east one face-to-face gathering each year
3) Participation in the Mystical Church Web comunity.
4) Devel oping a practical project or creative way of expressing and
i ntegrating what is being |earned.

Texts
Gui di ng Text
e Integral Mni Mdel, (devel oped by Ken W1 ber)
e In Over Qur Heads: The Mental Demands of Mbddern Life, Robert Kegan
 Mystical Heart: Discovering A Universal Spirituality In The Wrlds’
Rel i gi ons by Wayne Teasdal e

* Msticism- The Preem nent study in the nature and devel opment of
spiritual consciousness, Evelyn Underhill

e Spiral Dynamics: Mastering Val ues, Leadership and Change, by Beck &
Cowan

* “VWat is Enlightennent” - Mgazi ne

Suppl ement al Texts

« The Seeker's Guide: Making Your Life a Spiritual Adventure (formerly
titled The New American Spirituality: A Seeker's Guide) by Elizabeth

Lesser

e The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering A Life of Faith by Marcos
Bor g

e Integral Psychol ogy: Consciousness, Spirit, Psychol ogy, Therapy by Ken
W | ber

e The Essential Ken WIlber: An Introductory Reader
* A MnNk In The World: Cultivating A Spiritual Life, by Wayne Teasdal e

For nore information or to be involved in the
Mysti cal Church Network
contact Jud Hendrix (judhendrix@ nsi ghtbb.com




